
Fr Nguyen Mentioned at Sunday Mass 10-23-22 that the Diocese in 1990 had 

around 140 active Priests and now in 2022 we have only 40 some active priests of 

which in the next 10 years nearly 1/3 will retire. He spoke about part of this letter 

and basically the following letter excerpts were handed out (of which we ran out) 

to the members at Akron after Mass. 

Akron Councils will meet with Diocese 10-24 to get more information. 

This information will help you be better informed about what the process is asking. 

Again the following is only Excerpts of the Letter received from Diocese. 

As you are aware our Diocese continues to experience a reduction in registered 

Catholics, vocations, Sacraments, and ministries across all of our parish groupings 

compounded by the decline of priests in active ministry which potentially could be 

cut by nearly 50% over the next ten years. The purpose of pastoral planning as 

difficult and painful as it may be is to look to the future and reinvent how we 

manage and serve our parishes and faithful by becoming more efficient in how we 

conduct business in order to provide more time for our priests to evangelize and 

minister. 

Based on those challenges and the hope to structure our Diocese in a way that it 

can be served by less priest, better engage deacons and the laity to assume broader 

roles and responsibilities in parish administration and collectively work to build the 

Sacraments, vocations, and ministries the Bishop and Pastoral Planning Committee 

are working towards canonically merging many of our parish groupings. This 

process will allow for less meetings, centralized administration and accounting and 

the ability to free up time for our priests to serve their parish groupings and 

maintain their own physical and mental health. 

Re. Pastoral Planning for St. Patrick Parish, Akron / St. Mary Parish, Hawarden 

and Christ the King Parish, Sioux Center / St. Mary Parish, Rock Valley 
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Subsequently Fathers and as discussed, I would ask that you move forward in 

discussions, meetings, and planning in order to canonically merge St. Mary's 

Parish, Hawarden, St. Patrick's Parish, Akron, Christ the King Parish, Sioux Center 

and St. Mary Parish, Rock Valley as one parish by assuming the two St. Mary 

Parishes and St. Patrick Parish into Christ the King Parish as one option or create a 

new parish for all four churches as a parish name while the churches retain their 



current names as a second option. Within this new parish structure Christ the King 

Church, St. Mary Church (Hawarden) and St. Mary Church (Rock Valley) would 

be designated Secondary Churches to the new parish structure and St. Patrick 

Church (Akron) will be designated a Church Building in the new parish. As I have 

shared with you the Diocesan Personnel Committee has signaled that your two 

current parish groupings which currently have two priests assigned will be reduce 

to one priest in the summer of 2023. 


